Is a black marker really just black? Use water to separate
the different chemicals inside of black ink with a special
technique called chromatography and see what colors are
mixed together to make one new color!

Write your hypothesis (your guess) about what will happen
when water touches the marker line.

e | black marker (washable) e 1 paper coffee filter
e | cup e Water




1.Gather your materials.

2.Pour a little bit of water into the cup, just enough to cover
the bottom.

3.Use the marker to draw a thick line across the coffee filter
about an inch from the bottom.

4. Tear the sides off of your coffee filter so it can fit in the cup.

5.Put the coffee filter in the cup so the bottom of the circle is
in the water, make sure the water doesn’t touch the marker

line.
6.Leave the coffee filter in the cup for about ten minutes.







